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Types of home history questions 

• When was the house was built? 

• What did it looked like? 

• Who lived there and when? 

• What was there before? 

• What was life like in Lexington when my house was built? 

 



Two online catalogs 

• Minuteman Library Network 

(library materials)  

• Histories 

• Vertical files (by subject) 

• Photographs 

• Maps 

• Genealogies 

• Directories 

• Town documents 

 

• Worthen Virtual Exhibit (Worthen 

Collection materials) 

• Slides 

• Maps  

• Photographs 

• Documents 

• Objects 

• Newspapers 



Our go-to resource: the CRS 

• Our all-time favorite, go-to resource (fingers crossed) 

• If your address is listed, the form provides a great starting point for 

additional research 

• If your address is not listed, the CRS still provides opportunities for 

research 

• It’s all about clues 

• Individual building forms 

• Area forms 

• Area and Period summaries 



503 Concord Avenue: 

Cutler Farmhouse 



503 Concord Avenue 



503 Concord Avenue 



Area Form T: 

Concord Avenue 



Clues: Concord Avenue Area form 

• Cambridge-Concord Turnpike completed 1804 

• Parker (187 Spring St) 

• Cutler (503 Concord Ave) 

• Underwood-Foster (353) 

• Wellington-Smith-Packard (272) 

• Wellington family (177) 

• Smith’s End/Kite End 

• Dairy industry/milk men 

• Bibliography/References  



What do we do with all these clues? 

• Search Cary Library (MLN) catalog and Worthen Virtual Exhibit 

• Neither catalog is organized by address; search instead using names, key 

words and concepts  

• Some information not obvious from the catalog   

• Worthen, Tracing the Past… 

• Need to look beyond the catalog to the item or index 

 

 

 



Area Form U: 

Five Fields 



MLN catalog: five fields 

• Vertical file materials  

• Lexington organizations 

• Lexington properties 

• Publications by/about Five Fields residents  

• Newsletters, interviews 

• Research papers by LHS students  

• Also…  

• Maps  

• Historical guide to open space…(Juniper Hill) 

 



MLN catalog: Collection of materials on farms, 

greenhouses and nurseries in Lexington 
•   

• Allen-Swenson Farm. 

• Breck's (Nursery) 

• Busa Farm. 

• Carroll Farm. 

• Cary Homestead and Farm. 

• Cataldo Farm. 

• Chiesa Farm. 

• Doran's Greenhouses. 

• Frost Farm. 

• Galen-Allen Farm. 

• Graham Farmhouse. 

• Greenfield Farm. 

• Johnson Farm. 

• Kelsey Ranch. 

• Lawrence/Hatch Farm. 

• Lexington Gardens. 

• Lexington Nurseries. 

• Monahan Farm. 

• Howard Munroe Farm. 

• Packard Farm. 

• Parker Barn. 

• Elias Phinney Farm. 

• Pierce Farm. 

• Porter Farm. 

• Putnam Farm. 

• Ricci Farm. 

• Robinson Farm. 

• Ryder Farm. 

• John Sellars Dairy Farm. 

• Benjamin Wellington Homestead and Farm. 

• Wilson Farm. 

• Winship-Reed Farm. 



Worthen Collection 

Virtual Exhibit 



Worthen slides: wellington 



Wellington estate (177 Concord Ave.) 



Worthen maps: Cutler 



CML and Worthen collection: maps 

• Maps created by Mr. Worthen (depicting 1600s, 1700s, early/mid-1800s) 

• Sanborn Fire Insurance (1908, 1918, 1927; 1887-1935)  

• Atlases (1875, 1889, 1898) 

• Property maps (1982-2001) 

• Street and precinct maps (1953…2002) 

• Planning, zoning, open space (1966…1990) 

 



Worthen photos: 

Kite End 



Packard Farm (272 Concord Ave.) 



Foster House (353 Concord Ave.) 



Summary 

• Study CRS for clues 

• Individual Building Forms 

• Area Forms 

• Area Summaries, Period Summaries 

• Search MLN catalog 

• Search Worthen Virtual Exhibit 

• Identify additional resources 

• Library and Worthen collections 

• Town, Historical Society, county, etc. 



Key resources in CML and Worthen collections 

• General histories (Hudson) 

• Special materials (Historical Society papers, LHS student papers, vertical 

files, Lexington Minute man newspaper) 

• Maps (Worthen and CML) 

• Photographs (especially Worthen collection) 

• Genealogies (vital records and family histories) 

• Directories (street listings/phone books) 

• Town publications (List of persons, Annual reports, planning/zoning) 

• Assessor’s online database 

 



Ask a Librarian 

• Stop by the Reference Desk and we’ll get you started 

• Call us 781-862-6288 to ask a quick question or make an appointment 

• Send an e-mail to askcary@minlib.net to ask more in-depth questions or 

make an appointment  

 

We look forward to helping you learn about your home’s history 

mailto:askcary@minlib.net


Important web sites 

• Cultural Resources Survey 

• http://historicsurvey.lexingtonma.gov/  

 

• Minuteman Library Network catalog 

• http://find.minlib.net/iii/encore/home?lang=eng 

 

• Worthen Collection Virtual Exhibit 

• www.carylibrary.org/worthen/  

 

• Cary Library local history & genealogy resources 

• www.carylibrary.org/e-learning-research/lexington-history  
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Assessor’s Database 

•  http://gis.vgsi.com/lexingtonma/ 

• 187 Spring St (1843): 2 owners since 1961 

• 510 Concord Ave (1955): only 2 owners! 

• 503 Concord Ave  (1804): 2 owners since 1976 

• 353 Concord Ave (1813): 3 owners since 1996 

• 272 Concord Ave (1808): 4 owners since 1979 

• 177 Concord Ave (1802): 3 owners since 1991 

 

http://gis.vgsi.com/lexingtonma/
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Additional resources: histories 

• Hudson, History of Lexington (2 vols.) 

• Kollen, Lexington: from liberty's birthplace to progressive suburb 

• Sileo, Historical Guide to open space… 

• Worthen, Tracing the Past in Lexington 

• Worthen, Calendar history 1620-1946 and Hinkle Life in Lexington 1946-

1995 

• Lexington Minute-man newspaper, 1871- 

• Collection of materials… vertical files 

 



Additional resources: research/papers 

• Lexington Historical Society, Proceedings 

• Canavan papers 

• Worthen, Beginnings of Lexington 

• Grady, The architecture of Willard D. Brown 

• Wright Reinhardt, Suburbanization and the rural domestic ideal in 

Lexington, 1875-1915 

• LHS students, Investigating Lexington’s History 

• Worthen Collection: documents 

 

 



Additional resources: maps 

• Worthen Collection 

• Maps drawn by Mr. Worthen (depicting 1600s, 1775, 1830, 1853) 

• Sanborn Fire Insurance (1908, 1918, 1927; 1887-1935 on fiche) 

• Atlases (1875, 1889, 1898) 

• Cary Library collection 

• Property maps (1982-2001) 

• Street and precinct maps (1953…2002) 

• Sanborn Fire Insurance maps (1935) 

• Planning, zoning, recreational, open space (1966…1990) 

• Atlases (1875 and 1889) 

 



Additional resources: photographs 

• Beverly Kelley, Lexington: a century of photographs 

• Kollen, Images of America: Lexington 

• Worthen Collection “Virtual Exhibit” 

 



Additional resources: genealogies 

• Hudson, History of Lexington, Vol. II   

• Family histories   

• Worthen Collection 

• Vital Records (Lexington, other MA cities and towns) 

• Ancestry.com 

• Torrey, New England marriages prior to 1700 

• DAR, Patriot index 

• NEHGS, Register (1847- ) 



Additional resources: Town reports 

• List of Poll taxpayers, 1912-1928 

• List of Persons, 1929-present 

• Directories, 1890s-present 

• Town planning and zoning studies 

• Annual reports (also online) 





Power of CRS: 12 Lois Lane 

• Individual Building Form? No 

• Any address on Lois Lane? No 

• Area Form? Yes: AO, Bedford St. Duplexes 

• 4 duplexes built 1913-1914 

 

 

 



Assessor’s Database 

12 Lois Lane 


