
Nonfiction for Older Readers 
2025 Suggested Summer Reading List 

Nonfiction: *librarians’ picks 
Call Number: Title: 
*Various titles History Smashers series (Christopher Columbus and the Taino People) 
Various titles Scientists in the Field series (The Lizard Scientists: Studying Evolution in Action) 
j001.944 B Monstrous: The Lore, Gore, and Science Behind Your Favorite Monsters 
[GRAPHIC] 
j070.1 G 

Killer Underwear Invasion!: How to Spot Fake News, Disinformation & Conspiracy 
Theories 

*j305.8 C Stamped (For Kids): Racism, Antiracism, and You 
*j323.119 W A Place to Land: Martin Luther King J. And the Speech That Inspired A Nation 
j324.623 C Finish the Fight!: The Brave and Revolutionary Women Who Fought for the Right to Vote 
j342.73 L We the People: The United States Constitution Explored and Expanded 
j363.179 M The Radium Girls: The Scary but True Story of the Poison that Made People Glow in 

the Dark 
*j364.162 D The Mona Lisa Vanishes: A Legendary Painter, a Shocking Heist, and the Birth 

of a Global Celebrity 
j508 C The Observologist 
*j535.6 W What is Color? The Global and Sometimes Gross Story of Pigments, Paint, and 

the Wondrous World of Art 
j576.839 M Where Are the Aliens? The Search for Life Beyond Earth 
j591.5 M Sick!: The Twists and Turns Behind Animal Germs 
j599.773 I Bringing Back the Wolves: How a Predator Restored an Ecosystem 
j599.784 B Grizzly Bears: Guardians of the Wilderness 
*j599.789 T Camp Panda: Helping Cubs Return to the Wild  
j616.932 H Evidence!: How Dr. John Snow Solved the Mystery of Cholera 
j629.13 S Born to Fly: The First Women’s Air Race Across America  
j629.454 R How We Got To the Moon: The People, Technology, and Daring Feats of Science 

Behind Humanity’s Greatest Adventure 
*j641.595 L Chinese Menu: The History, Myths, and Legends Behind Your Favorite Foods 
[GRAPHIC] 
j641.3 E 

Tasty: A History of Yummy Experiments 

j720.483 C Why Humans Build Up: the Rise of Towers, Temples, and Skyscrapers 
j741.642 
Pinkney 

Just Jerry: How Drawing Shaped My Life 

j796.323 B Hardcourt: Stories from 75 Years of the National Basketball Association 
*j796.525 S All Thirteen: The Incredible Cave Rescue of the Thai Boys’ Soccer Team 
[GRAPHIC]  
j811 Snider 

Poetry Comics 

*j822.33 B The Bard and the Book 
j910.45 D Rescuing Titanic: A True Story of Quiet Bravery in the North Atlantic 
j910.452 S Shipwrecked!: Diving for Hidden Time Capsules on the Ocean Floor 
*j940.531 
Miedzyrzecki 

The Girl Who Fought Back: Vladka Meed and the Warsaw Ghetto Uprising 

j940.531 S Stars of the Night: The Courageous Children of the Czech Kindertransport 

https://lexington.minlib.net/Search/Results?lookfor=History+smashers&searchIndex=Series&filter%5b%5d=format%3A%22Book%22&sort=year+asc%2Ctitle+asc&view=list&searchSource=local
https://lexington.minlib.net/Record/.b42032246
https://lexington.minlib.net/GroupedWork/cdb212a6-4ae2-f5fd-2da5-a6cad2216e7a-eng/Series
https://lexington.minlib.net/Record/.b41291323
https://lexington.minlib.net/Record/.b38718923
https://lexington.minlib.net/Record/.b41122197
https://lexington.minlib.net/Record/.b41122197
https://lexington.minlib.net/Record/.b39958334
https://lexington.minlib.net/Record/.b3857617x
https://lexington.minlib.net/Record/.b39383799
https://lexington.minlib.net/Record/.b39374245
https://lexington.minlib.net/Record/.b39391371
https://lexington.minlib.net/Record/.b39391371
https://lexington.minlib.net/Record/.b42005978
https://lexington.minlib.net/Record/.b42005978
https://lexington.minlib.net/Record/.b42354110
https://lexington.minlib.net/Record/.b42832020?searchId=41500428&recordIndex=1&page=1&referred=resultIndex
https://lexington.minlib.net/Record/.b42832020?searchId=41500428&recordIndex=1&page=1&referred=resultIndex
https://lexington.minlib.net/Record/.b42013021
https://lexington.minlib.net/Record/.b42370383
https://lexington.minlib.net/Record/.b38949969
https://lexington.minlib.net/Record/.b41495408
https://lexington.minlib.net/Record/.b37409955
https://lexington.minlib.net/Record/.b42867897?searchId=41500072&recordIndex=2&page=1&referred=resultIndex
https://lexington.minlib.net/Record/.b38567933
https://lexington.minlib.net/Record/.b39467879
https://lexington.minlib.net/Record/.b39467879
https://lexington.minlib.net/Record/.b4201301x
https://lexington.minlib.net/GroupedWork/c6f4ec3c-3ea4-a58b-8026-0a9e580902de-eng/Home?searchId=41500896&recordIndex=2&page=&searchSource=local&referred=resultIndex
https://lexington.minlib.net/Record/.b41301973
https://lexington.minlib.net/Record/.b41417938
https://lexington.minlib.net/Record/.b40468161
https://lexington.minlib.net/Record/.b39468136
https://lexington.minlib.net/Record/.b42397030?searchId=41500505&recordIndex=2&page=1&referred=resultIndex
https://lexington.minlib.net/GroupedWork/0caabeeb-a295-df8c-edc1-90bcbb799e71-eng/Home?searchId=41499591&recordIndex=1&page=1&searchSource=local&referred=resultIndex
https://lexington.minlib.net/Record/.b40270075
https://lexington.minlib.net/Record/.b42153785
https://lexington.minlib.net/Record/.b42677889?searchId=41500162&recordIndex=1&page=1&referred=resultIndex
https://lexington.minlib.net/Record/.b41478095


Call Number: Title: 
j940.531 
Sinding 

Harboring Hope: The True Story of How Henny Sinding Helped Denmark’s Jews 
Escape the Nazis 

*j/YA 940.542 H Torpedoed: The True Story of The World War II Sinking of “The Children’s Ship” 
[GRAPHIC] 
j940.542 S 

Bomb: The Graphic Novel: The Race to Build- and Steal- The World’s Most 
Dangerous Weapon 

j940.547 H Race Against Death: The Greatest POW Rescue of World War II 
*j940.548 F The Enigma Girls: How Ten Teenagers Broke Ciphers, Kept Secrets and Helped 

Win World War II 
j960 A Africa, Amazing Africa 
j970.1 S We Are Still Here! Native American Truths Everyone Should Know 
*j973 W America’s National Parks  
j973.3 M Most Wanted: The Revolutionary Partnership of John Hancock & Samuel Adams 
j973.331 L Why Longfellow Lied: The Truth About Paul Revere’s Midnight Ride 
j973.711 C Seeking Freedom: The Untold Story of Fortress Monroe and the Ending of Slavery in 

America 
j/YA 973.7 S Lincoln’s Grave Robbers 
j973.9 B Witch Hunt: The Cold War, Joe McCarthy and the Red Scare 
j974.63 W Big Top Burning: The Story of an Arsonist, a Missing Girl, and the Greatest Show on Earth 
j976.686 W Unspeakable: The Tulsa Race Massacre 
j998 N My Antarctica: True Adventures in the Land of Mummified Seals, Space Robots, and 

So Much More 

jBiography: *librarians’ picks 
Call Number: Title: 
[GRAPHIC] j/YA 
Mexikid 

Mexikid: A Graphic Memoir 

*[GRAPHIC] j/YA 
Uprooted / 

Uprooted: A Memoir About What Happens When Your Family Moves Back 

j920 H HerStory: 50 Women and Girls Who Shook Up the World 
Compestine Y Growing Up Under A Red Flag: A Memoir of Surviving the Chinese Cultural 

Revolution 
Cox M How Do You Spell Unfair? MacNolia Cox and the National Spelling Bee 
Friedman E Spying on Spies: How Elizebeth Smith Friedman Broke the Nazis’ Secret Codes 
Nash D Love Is Loud: How Diane Nash Led the Civil Rights Movement 
Payne C The Fire of Stars: The Life and Brilliance of the Woman Who Discovered What Stars 

Are Made Of 
Reiniger L Out of the Shadows: How Lotte Reiniger Made the First Animated Fairytale Movie 
Roosevelt F.D. Master of His Fate: Roosevelt’s Rise From Polio to the Presidency 
Ross M Classified: The Secret Career of Mary Golda Ross, Cherokee Aerospace Engineer 
*Smalls R Freedom on the Sea: The True Story of the Civil War Hero Robert Smalls and 

His Daring Escape to Freedom 
*Till M Choosing Brave: How Mamie Till-Mobley and Emmett Till Sparked the Civil 

Rights Movement 
Valdovinos J Jovita Wore Pants: The Story of a Mexican Freedom Fighter 
*Whitman W The Soldier’s Friend: Walt Whitman’s Extraordinary Service in the American 

Civil War 
 

https://lexington.minlib.net/Record/.b41704654
https://lexington.minlib.net/Record/.b41704654
https://lexington.minlib.net/GroupedWork/876102ea-c992-4ec9-9fa2-e150955de499-eng/Home?searchId=41572132&recordIndex=1&page=1&searchSource=local&referred=resultIndex
https://lexington.minlib.net/Record/.b41495950
https://lexington.minlib.net/Record/.b41495950
https://lexington.minlib.net/Record/.b4168140x
https://lexington.minlib.net/GroupedWork/39d124c2-5344-c668-8f64-01287b68d195-eng/Home?searchId=41499726&recordIndex=1&page=1&searchSource=local&referred=resultIndex
https://lexington.minlib.net/GroupedWork/39d124c2-5344-c668-8f64-01287b68d195-eng/Home?searchId=41499726&recordIndex=1&page=1&searchSource=local&referred=resultIndex
https://lexington.minlib.net/Record/.b40306203
https://lexington.minlib.net/Record/.b39653845
https://lexington.minlib.net/GroupedWork/072e9dc0-c0e4-fea1-8616-454939ec2821-eng/Home?searchId=41572212&recordIndex=1&page=1&searchSource=local&referred=resultIndex
https://lexington.minlib.net/Record/.b38949866
https://lexington.minlib.net/Record/.b40273283
https://lexington.minlib.net/Record/.b40504426
https://lexington.minlib.net/Record/.b40504426
https://lexington.minlib.net/Record/.b3039918x
https://lexington.minlib.net/GroupedWork/7a905f27-486f-b32a-1cf7-cf06f4dce998-eng/Home?searchId=41499649&recordIndex=1&page=1&searchSource=local&referred=resultIndex
https://lexington.minlib.net/Record/.b32388913
https://lexington.minlib.net/Record/.b39708524
https://lexington.minlib.net/Record/.b42401471?searchId=41500456&recordIndex=1&page=1&referred=resultIndex
https://lexington.minlib.net/Record/.b42401471?searchId=41500456&recordIndex=1&page=1&referred=resultIndex
https://lexington.minlib.net/Record/.b42007422
https://lexington.minlib.net/GroupedWork/df0cfde0-48d5-cb70-4d6d-6727412cd6a1-eng/Home?searchId=41500549&recordIndex=6&page=1&searchSource=local&referred=resultIndex
https://lexington.minlib.net/Record/.b3781364x
https://lexington.minlib.net/Record/.b42573683?searchId=41499824&recordIndex=1&page=1&referred=resultIndex
https://lexington.minlib.net/Record/.b42573683?searchId=41499824&recordIndex=1&page=1&referred=resultIndex
https://lexington.minlib.net/Record/.b4168929x
https://lexington.minlib.net/GroupedWork/2cb08e2d-5bc9-77cb-a8f2-eae116e82c67-eng/Home?searchId=41499773&recordIndex=1&page=1&searchSource=local&referred=resultIndex
https://lexington.minlib.net/Record/.b41418025
https://lexington.minlib.net/Record/.b41544596
https://lexington.minlib.net/Record/.b41544596
https://lexington.minlib.net/Record/.b40608475
https://lexington.minlib.net/Record/.b39752161
https://lexington.minlib.net/Record/.b39778472
https://lexington.minlib.net/Record/.b42504739?searchId=41500121&recordIndex=1&page=1&referred=resultIndex
https://lexington.minlib.net/Record/.b42504739?searchId=41500121&recordIndex=1&page=1&referred=resultIndex
https://lexington.minlib.net/Record/.b41121788
https://lexington.minlib.net/Record/.b41121788
https://lexington.minlib.net/Record/.b41671636
https://lexington.minlib.net/Record/.b42867940?searchId=41499902&recordIndex=1&page=1&referred=resultIndex
https://lexington.minlib.net/Record/.b42867940?searchId=41499902&recordIndex=1&page=1&referred=resultIndex
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