
Nonfiction for Older Readers 
2026 Suggested Summer Reading List 

Nonfiction: *librarians’ picks 
Call Number: Title: 
Various titles Big Ideas that Changed the World series by Don Brown 
Various titles The Deadliest series by Eleanor Spicer Rice 
*Various titles History Smashers series by Kate Messner 
Various titles Scientists in the Field series by various authors 
j001.944 F Is It Real? The Loch Ness Monster by Candace Fleming 
*[GRAPHIC] 
j070.1 G 

Killer Underwear Invasion!: How to Spot Fake News, Disinformation & 
Conspiracy Theories by Elise Gravel 

j303.485 D A World Without Summer: A Volcano Erupts, A Creature Awakens, and the 
Sun Goes Out by Nicholas Day 

j305.8 C Stamped (For Kids): Racism, Antiracism, and You by Sonja Cherry-Paul 
*j305.887 C Origin by Nat Cardozo 
*j307.76 C Cities: How Humans Live Together by Megan Clendenan 
j324.623 C Finish the Fight!: The Brave and Revolutionary Women Who Fought for the 

Right to Vote by Veronica Chambers 
*j342.73 K Rebels, Robbers, and Radicals: The Story of the Bill of Rights by Teri 

Kanefield 
*j364.162 D The Mona Lisa Vanishes: A Legendary Painter, a Shocking Heist, and 

the Birth of a Global Celebrity by Nicholas Day 
j400 L The Atlas of Languages: Words Around the World by Rachel Lancashire 
j567.907 R I Know Dino!: Amazing Breakthroughs, Mega Mistakes, and Unsolved 

Mysteries in Dinosaur Science by Sabrina Ricci 
j576.839 M Where Are the Aliens? The Search for Life Beyond Earth by Stacy McAnulty 
*j591.4 S Eatopedia: The Wild World of Animal Digestion by Victor Sabaté 
j591.757 L The Dirt!: The Wild Life Under the Soil’s Surface by Lindsey Leigh 
j598 C Omnibird: An Avian Investigator’s Handbook by Giselle Clarkson 
*j599.563 O Whalesong: The True Story of the Musician Who Talked to Orcas by 

Zachariah OHora 
j599.784 B Grizzly Bears: Guardians of the Wilderness by Frances Backhouse 
*j616.932 H Evidence!: How Dr. John Snow Solved the Mystery of Cholera by 

Deborah Hopkinson 
j621.47 K We Carry the Sun by Tae Keller 
j627.82 B The Wild River and the Great Dam: The Construction of Hoover Dam and 

the Vanishing Colorado River by Simon Boughton 
j629.13 S Born to Fly: The First Women’s Air Race Across America by Steve Sheinkin 
j / YA  
629.454 R 

How We Got To the Moon: The People, Technology, and Daring Feats of 
Science Behind Humanity’s Greatest Adventure by John Rocco 

*j641.595 L Chinese Menu: The History, Myths, and Legends Behind Your Favorite 
Foods by Grace Lin 

j741.642 Pinkney Just Jerry: How Drawing Shaped My Life by Jerry Pinkney 
*j796.525 S All Thirteen: The Incredible Cave Rescue of the Thai Boys’ Soccer 

Team by Christina Soontornvat 
j811.54 Hoberman How Elegant the Elephant: Poems about Animals and Insects by Mary Ann 

Hoberman 

https://lexington.minlib.net/Search/Results?lookfor=Big+ideas+that+changed+the+world&searchIndex=Series&filter%5b%5d=format%3A%22Book%22&sort=year+asc%2Ctitle+asc&view=list&searchSource=local
https://lexington.minlib.net/Union/Search?view=list&showCovers=on&lookfor=the+deadliest+spicer+rice&searchIndex=Keyword&searchSource=local
https://lexington.minlib.net/Search/Results?searchIndex=Series&lookfor=History%20smashers&sort=year+asc%2Ctitle+asc
https://lexington.minlib.net/GroupedWork/cdb212a6-4ae2-f5fd-2da5-a6cad2216e7a-eng/Series
https://lexington.minlib.net/Record/.b43198260?searchId=59449177&recordIndex=5&page=1&referred=resultIndex
https://lexington.minlib.net/Record/.b41122197
https://lexington.minlib.net/Record/.b41122197
https://lexington.minlib.net/GroupedWork/5617a7ff-f91a-671c-01e6-a01bc4086683-eng/Home?searchId=59447931&recordIndex=1&page=1&searchSource=local&referred=resultIndex
https://lexington.minlib.net/GroupedWork/5617a7ff-f91a-671c-01e6-a01bc4086683-eng/Home?searchId=59447931&recordIndex=1&page=1&searchSource=local&referred=resultIndex
https://lexington.minlib.net/Record/.b39958334
https://lexington.minlib.net/Record/.b43625447?searchId=59445132&recordIndex=18&page=1&referred=resultIndex
https://lexington.minlib.net/GroupedWork/f101f460-7d20-57bf-6cee-abc1157355f3-eng/Home?searchId=59446712&recordIndex=1&page=1&searchSource=local&referred=resultIndex
https://lexington.minlib.net/Record/.b39383799
https://lexington.minlib.net/Record/.b39383799
https://lexington.minlib.net/GroupedWork/89f07e59-0ccf-c674-8350-b2c945758641-eng/Home?searchId=59446319&recordIndex=1&page=1&searchSource=local&referred=resultIndex
https://lexington.minlib.net/Record/.b42005978
https://lexington.minlib.net/Record/.b42005978
https://lexington.minlib.net/GroupedWork/343314c6-13e3-97df-362f-e4475bb4052c-eng/Home?searchId=59446441&recordIndex=1&page=1&searchSource=local&referred=resultIndex
https://lexington.minlib.net/Record/.b43315239?searchId=59446579&recordIndex=1&page=1&referred=resultIndex
https://lexington.minlib.net/Record/.b43315239?searchId=59446579&recordIndex=1&page=1&referred=resultIndex
https://lexington.minlib.net/Record/.b42013021
https://lexington.minlib.net/Record/.b43609569?searchId=59444964&recordIndex=1&page=1&referred=resultIndex
https://lexington.minlib.net/Record/.b43642676?searchId=59447091&recordIndex=1&page=1&referred=resultIndex
https://lexington.minlib.net/GroupedWork/955272e5-9d7a-4426-9f1f-b4f03c85264b-eng/Home?searchId=59447227&recordIndex=1&page=1&searchSource=local&referred=resultIndex
https://lexington.minlib.net/Record/.b42872492?searchId=59447797&recordIndex=1&page=1&referred=resultIndex
https://lexington.minlib.net/Record/.b41495408
https://lexington.minlib.net/Record/.b42867897?searchId=41500072&recordIndex=2&page=1&referred=resultIndex
https://lexington.minlib.net/GroupedWork/a05eaaef-4b2d-9669-6fa3-ab2b5ae6b106-eng/Home?searchId=59447503&recordIndex=1&page=1&searchSource=local&referred=resultIndex
https://lexington.minlib.net/GroupedWork/e0e68685-f5c4-fa4e-ee60-2c0c41d382ed-eng/Home?searchId=59446930&recordIndex=1&page=1&searchSource=local&referred=resultIndex
https://lexington.minlib.net/GroupedWork/e0e68685-f5c4-fa4e-ee60-2c0c41d382ed-eng/Home?searchId=59446930&recordIndex=1&page=1&searchSource=local&referred=resultIndex
https://lexington.minlib.net/Record/.b38567933
https://lexington.minlib.net/Record/.b39467879
https://lexington.minlib.net/Record/.b39467879
https://lexington.minlib.net/Record/.b4201301x
https://lexington.minlib.net/Record/.b4201301x
https://lexington.minlib.net/Record/.b41417938
https://lexington.minlib.net/Record/.b39468136
https://lexington.minlib.net/Record/.b39468136
https://lexington.minlib.net/Record/.b43206360?searchId=59447349&recordIndex=1&page=1&referred=resultIndex


Call Number: Title: 
*j910.45 D Rescuing Titanic: A True Story of Quiet Bravery in the North Atlantic 

by Flora Delargy 
*j910.452 S Shipwrecked!: Diving for Hidden Time Capsules on the Ocean Floor by 

Martin W Sandler 
j912 F Maptastic!: Reimagine the World, One Map at a Time by Rebecca Fry 
j940.531 Sinding Harboring Hope: The True Story of How Henny Sinding Helped Denmark’s 

Jews Escape the Nazis by Susan Hood 
*j/YA 
940.542 H 

Torpedoed: The True Story of The World War II Sinking of “The 
Children’s Ship” by Deborah Heiligman 

j940.542 H They Battled in Blizzards by Deborah Hopkinson 
[GRAPHIC] j940.542 S Bomb: The Graphic Novel: The Race to Build- and Steal- The World’s Most 

Dangerous Weapon by Steve Sheinkin 
j940.548 F The Enigma Girls: How Ten Teenagers Broke Ciphers, Kept Secrets and 

Helped Win World War II by Candace Fleming 
j940.548 K At Last She Stood: How Joey Guerrero Spied, Survived, and Fought for 

Freedom by Erin Entrada Kelly 
*j970.1 S We Are Still Here! Native American Truths Everyone Should Know by 

Traci Sorell 
j973.3 M Most Wanted: The Revolutionary Partnership of John Hancock & Samuel 

Adams by Sarah Jane Marsh 
*j973.331 L Why Longfellow Lied: The Truth About Paul Revere’s Midnight Ride by 

Jeff Lantos 
*j973.709 A Hiding in Plain Sight: Kate Warne and the Race to Save Abraham 

Lincoln by Beth Anderson 
j/YA 973.7 S Lincoln’s Grave Robbers by Steve Sheinkin 
j974.63 W Big Top Burning: The Story of an Arsonist, a Missing Girl, and the 

Greatest Show on Earth by Laura A Woollett 
j977 R The Great Lakes: Our Freshwater Treasure by Barb Rosenstock 
*[GRAPHIC] jBiography 
Dickinson E 

Wildflower Emily: A Story About Young Emily Dickinson by Lydia 
Corry 

[GRAPHIC] j /YA 
Biography Martin P 

Mexikid: A Graphic Memoir by Pedro Martin 

*[GRAPHIC] j/YA 
Biography Chan R 

Uprooted: A Memoir About What Happens When Your Family Moves 
Back by Ruth Chan 

jBiography 
Compestine Y 

Growing Up Under A Red Flag: A Memoir of Surviving the Chinese Cultural 
Revolution by Ying Chang Compestine 

jBiography 
Friedman E 

Spying on Spies: How Elizebeth Smith Friedman Broke the Nazis’ Secret 
Codes by Marissa Moss 

jBiography 
Goddard M 

Revolutionary Mary: the True Story of One Woman, the Declaration of 
Independence, and America’s Fight for Freedom by Karen Bluementhal 

jBiography 
McClintock 

Seeds of Discovery: How Barbara McClintock Used Corn and Curiosity to 
Solve a Science Mystery and Win a Nobel Prize by Lori Alexander 

jBiography 
Mendes A 

The World Entire: A True Story of an Extraordinary World War II Rescue by 
Elizabeth Brown 

*jBiography 
Payne C 

The Fire of Stars: The Life and Brilliance of the Woman Who 
Discovered What Stars Are Made Of by Kirsten W. Larson 

 

https://lexington.minlib.net/Record/.b40270075
https://lexington.minlib.net/Record/.b42153785
https://lexington.minlib.net/Record/.b43662808?searchId=59446816&recordIndex=1&page=1&referred=resultIndex
https://lexington.minlib.net/Record/.b41704654
https://lexington.minlib.net/Record/.b41704654
https://lexington.minlib.net/GroupedWork/876102ea-c992-4ec9-9fa2-e150955de499-eng/Home?searchId=41572132&recordIndex=1&page=1&searchSource=local&referred=resultIndex
https://lexington.minlib.net/GroupedWork/876102ea-c992-4ec9-9fa2-e150955de499-eng/Home?searchId=41572132&recordIndex=1&page=1&searchSource=local&referred=resultIndex
https://lexington.minlib.net/Record/.b43713634?searchId=59506802&recordIndex=2&page=1&referred=resultIndex
https://lexington.minlib.net/Record/.b41495950
https://lexington.minlib.net/Record/.b41495950
https://lexington.minlib.net/GroupedWork/39d124c2-5344-c668-8f64-01287b68d195-eng/Home?searchId=41499726&recordIndex=1&page=1&searchSource=local&referred=resultIndex
https://lexington.minlib.net/GroupedWork/39d124c2-5344-c668-8f64-01287b68d195-eng/Home?searchId=41499726&recordIndex=1&page=1&searchSource=local&referred=resultIndex
https://lexington.minlib.net/GroupedWork/6785b768-28f4-e143-0264-1166f2600f82-eng/Home?searchId=59517042&recordIndex=1&page=1&searchSource=local&referred=resultIndex
https://lexington.minlib.net/GroupedWork/6785b768-28f4-e143-0264-1166f2600f82-eng/Home?searchId=59517042&recordIndex=1&page=1&searchSource=local&referred=resultIndex
https://lexington.minlib.net/Record/.b39653845
https://lexington.minlib.net/Record/.b38949866
https://lexington.minlib.net/Record/.b38949866
https://lexington.minlib.net/Record/.b40273283
https://lexington.minlib.net/Record/.b43231949?searchId=59448305&recordIndex=1&page=1&referred=resultIndex
https://lexington.minlib.net/Record/.b43231949?searchId=59448305&recordIndex=1&page=1&referred=resultIndex
https://lexington.minlib.net/Record/.b3039918x
https://lexington.minlib.net/Record/.b32388913
https://lexington.minlib.net/Record/.b32388913
https://lexington.minlib.net/Record/.b42370772?searchId=59447625&recordIndex=1&page=1&referred=resultIndex
https://lexington.minlib.net/Record/.b42886326?searchId=59446009&recordIndex=1&page=1&referred=resultIndex
https://lexington.minlib.net/Record/.b42007422
https://lexington.minlib.net/GroupedWork/df0cfde0-48d5-cb70-4d6d-6727412cd6a1-eng/Home?searchId=41500549&recordIndex=6&page=1&searchSource=local&referred=resultIndex
https://lexington.minlib.net/GroupedWork/df0cfde0-48d5-cb70-4d6d-6727412cd6a1-eng/Home?searchId=41500549&recordIndex=6&page=1&searchSource=local&referred=resultIndex
https://lexington.minlib.net/Record/.b42573683?searchId=41499824&recordIndex=1&page=1&referred=resultIndex
https://lexington.minlib.net/Record/.b42573683?searchId=41499824&recordIndex=1&page=1&referred=resultIndex
https://lexington.minlib.net/GroupedWork/2cb08e2d-5bc9-77cb-a8f2-eae116e82c67-eng/Home?searchId=41499773&recordIndex=1&page=1&searchSource=local&referred=resultIndex
https://lexington.minlib.net/GroupedWork/2cb08e2d-5bc9-77cb-a8f2-eae116e82c67-eng/Home?searchId=41499773&recordIndex=1&page=1&searchSource=local&referred=resultIndex
https://lexington.minlib.net/GroupedWork/4d61637a-cd73-ad66-45f7-a45fa540086f-eng/Home?searchId=59428564&recordIndex=1&page=1&searchSource=local&referred=resultIndex
https://lexington.minlib.net/GroupedWork/4d61637a-cd73-ad66-45f7-a45fa540086f-eng/Home?searchId=59428564&recordIndex=1&page=1&searchSource=local&referred=resultIndex
https://lexington.minlib.net/GroupedWork/c7340ed8-a27f-9884-9326-91e34eb24dba-eng/Home?searchId=59448554&recordIndex=1&page=1&searchSource=local&referred=resultIndex
https://lexington.minlib.net/GroupedWork/c7340ed8-a27f-9884-9326-91e34eb24dba-eng/Home?searchId=59448554&recordIndex=1&page=1&searchSource=local&referred=resultIndex
https://lexington.minlib.net/Record/.b43624819?searchId=59512232&recordIndex=1&page=1&referred=resultIndex
https://lexington.minlib.net/Record/.b41544596
https://lexington.minlib.net/Record/.b41544596
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